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1 . THE PROPOSED LETTER TO MINISTER APEL (REF A) 

IS EXCELLENT AND SETS THE PROPER TONE FOR DPC 
MINISTERIAL DISCUSSIONS OF NATO AWACS. HOWEVER, 

WE RAISE BELOW SEVERAL POINTS WASHINGTON MAY WISH 
TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION IN FINAL DRAFTING. IN 
ADDITION, WE STRONGLY ENDORSE NATO AWACS AS A 
SUBJECT FOR BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS WITH MOD APEL 
BEFORE THE MEETING (REF C). 

2. RE PARAGRAPH 4, THE LETTER SPEAKS OF "BOLD 
NEW ENDEAVORS FOR THE FUTURE". WE BELIEVE MORE 
APPROPRIATE WORDING MAY BE "MAJOR STEPS TO 
STRENGTHEN AND IMPROVE THE ALLIANCE DEFENSIVE 
CAPABILITY ". THE PRESENT WORDING MAY TOUCH 
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UNNECESSARILY ON GERMAN SENSITIVITIES, SINCE 

THEY HAVE MAINTAINED THAT THEY ARE ALREADY MAKING 

AN EXTENSIVE EFFORT TO IMPROVE THEIR CAPABILITIES. 

3. REGARDING GEPARD (PARA 6) WE UNDERSTAND THAT 
SECRETARY BROWN TOLD MOD APEL ON APR 13 THAT US 
WOULD NOT BUY OR LEASE GEPARD (REF B), AND THAT 
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OBJECTIVE CIRCUMSTANCES MAKE LEASING VERY UNLIKELY 
UNDER ANY FEASIBLE ARRANGEMENT. THE PROPOSED LETTER 
SEEMS TO REOPEN THAT ISSUE BY OFFERING TO RECONSIDER 
GEPARD. WE BELIEVE THE PROPOSED WORDING COULD 
CREATE WHAT MIGHT PROVE TO BE FALSE FRG HOPE, 

UNLESS OF COURSE, LEASE TERMS AND TIMING PROVE 
ACCEPTABLE, AND THE GEPARD IS OPERATIONALLY SUIT- 
ABLE. 

4. RE PARAGRAPH 7, WASHINGTON MAY WISH TO MENTION 
THE PROPOSED US/FRG MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
(MOU) CONCERNING COOPERATION IN RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT, PROCUREMENT AND PRODUCTION OF DEFENSE 
EQUIPMENT. WHEN APPROVED, THIS MOU COULD GO A LONG 
WAY TOWARD IMPROVING THE TWO-WAY STREET, BY IMPROVING 
GERMAN ACCESS TO THE US DEFENSE MARKET. 

5. AS REPORTED REF C MINISTER APEL HAS REQUESTED 
A BILATERAL MEETING WITH SECRETARY BROWN. WE 
STRONGLY ENDORSE SUCH A MEETING; WE BELIEVE IT 

IS IMPORTANT TO THE OUTCOME OF THE DPC MINISTERIAL 
THAT SECRETARY BROWN AND MINISTER APEL REACH A 
MEETING OF THE MINDS ON AW ACS AS WELL AS THE LTDP 
BEFORE WE HAVE PROCEEDED TOO FAR INTO THE MEETING. 
BENNETT 
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